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Background

Å In 2013, the Rhode Island General Assembly passed legislation (RIGL 16-100) that called for the adoption of a statewide policy for 

dual enrollment that allows students to take college courses to earn credit at both the high school and the postsecondary 

institution. 

ÅThe RI Board of Education adopted regulations in April 2015 that provide all qualified RI high school students access to college-

level coursework while still in high school.

ÅòAccelerated college credit programó means any of these three programs: 

ÅAdvancedPlacement(AP)course:A high school coursethat culminates in a standardized subject area assessment 

administered by the College Board.(College-level course based on a national exam, taught at the high school.)

ÅConcurrent enrollment program:A program that allows high school students to take approved college courses taught 

by instructorson staffat a studentõs high school.(College course, taught at the high school.)

ÅDual enrollmentprogram: A program that allows high school students to attend college courses taught by college faculty 

on either a public ora private college campus.(College course, taught at the college.)

Dual enrollment, concurrent enrollment, and AP classes all provide opportunities for Rhode Island high school 

students to earn college credit.
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Expanding College Credit ðOPCõs focus areas
ÅPrepareRI Dual Enrollment Fund

ÅMakes both dual enrollment and concurrent enrollment courses free for students

ÅEnrollment began in the 2015-16 academic year, and is administered by the Office of the Postsecondary Commissioner (OPC)

ÅExpansion highlights include:

Å41% increase in student participation

Å70% increase1 in dual enrollment credits earned

Å15% increase1 in concurrent enrollment credits earned

ÅNearly125,000 credits earned by students since 2015-16

ÅThis fund has saved Rhode Island families more than $45 Million2 over the course of the program

ÅDual/concurrent program supports

ÅRevise and review list of concurrent courses, which the Council on Postsecondary Ed and Board of Ed approves

ÅConsult with colleges to expand and promote dual offerings in high-need areas

ÅTroubleshoot processes for potential barriers in participation

ÅPartner with colleges topilot listing dual enrollment classes on EnrollRI (RIDEõs new statewide enrollment platform)

1Based on comparison of yearly enrollments since 2016-2017 academic year.
2Based on calculations using today's tuition costs at RIC, URI, and CCRI.
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Expanding College Credit ðRIDEõs focus areas

ÅAll Course Network (ACN)

ÅFree courses offered statewide on the ACN currently include 23 credit-bearing college classes and 3 AP classes. This is now 

easier for students to access through the new EnrollRI platform. 

ÅExpanding AP coursework

Å40.3% of RIõs graduates took an AP exam in 2019. Thatõs a major increase from only 17.5% in 2010.  

ÅComputer Science for RI (CS4RI) has increased AP Computer Science participation 17-fold since 2016 (43 to 737 students)

ÅDiploma Plus

ÅAdded a òDiploma Plusó metric to School Report Cards to recognize schoolsõ success in helping students earn college credit 

and industry credentials

ÅPathway Endorsements

ÅAligning Pathway Endorsements on high school diplomas with Guided Pathways at public colleges, so students can start 

working on the requirements for their college majors while still in high school
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Through the PrepareRI initiative, RIDE has expanded opportunities for high school students to earn college credit
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Part I.
Who takes accelerated 
college creditclasses?
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Part II.
What are the impacts of 

accelerated college credit 
classes?



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore. 13
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How this research study was designed
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Participants Non-participants

The participants are different from 

non-participants. 

(Ex. More purples, fewer reds)

Before matching

Participants Non-participants

After matching
Participants are matched to non-participants with similar 

characteristics. That allows for an apples-to-apples comparison 

between groups.

Students are matched by grade 8 test scores, demographics, 

absences, suspensions, and school characteristics.

This study used òpropensity score matchingó to more accurately calculate the programsõ impact.
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